
Hands On Hartford, in partnership with others, strengthens community in Hartford by responding 

faithfully to people in need through programs that change lives and renew human possibility. 

December 2018 News 

Gratitude and Hope 
 

Happy New Year to all of our friends, volunteers, donors, board members, guests, clients, staff and 

collaborators!  As I reflect back on all that has transpired between New Yearôs Day 2018 and New Yearôs Day 

2019, I am filled with gratitude and hope.  Thousands of volunteers have teamed up with us to make the 

Hartford community a better place for us all.  Hundreds of individuals and groups have lent their financial and 

in-kind support to the folks we serve in Hartford.  We have worked in partnership with non-profits and faith 

groups to deepen and extend the services we provide, increasing food security, providing health support and 

ensuring folks are safely and stably housed. 
 

The news I hear and read from around the country is a mixed bag, colored by uncertainty and unease.  But 

when I look close to home, I am heartened by the generosity and care I see in our Hartford community.  I see 

folks who donôt hesitate to give up a holiday with family and friends to serve our Hartford neighbors.  I see 

folks who freely give their hard-earned money to help those who are struggling to get by.  I see people 

working together in partnership to strengthen community and renew human possibility. 
 

2019 marks our 50th year serving the Hartford community!  We look forward to honoring our roots, 

celebrating this milestone anniversary and launching into the future throughout the year.  Iôm excited about all 

2019 has to bring, and I am confident that we can all work together to make great things happen.  To all of our 

friends, warmest wishes for a happy, healthy and hope-filled year to come. 

Toy Shoppe Holiday Celebration 

What a wonderful Toy Shoppe Holiday party we had in December!  We 

are so honored to have worked with the community-minded young men 

from Avon Old Farms School, who brought holiday cheer to hundreds 

of children in Hartford.  

The Toy Shoppe party was also made possible by our sponsors: First Church 

of Christ Simsbury, Robinson+Cole, UnitedHealth Group, Insurity, Travelers 

Insurance, Key Bank and Infoshred LLC. The 

Hartford Hawks Womenôs Basketball team got 

everyone dancing to great music played by DJ 

Prodigy from East Hartford. Parents selected 

gifts for their children; there was courtesy gift-

wrapping; kids did hands-on science with the CT 

Science Center, visited with Santa and did art 

and crafts; and everyone enjoyed pizza and 

snacks. We are thrilled and grateful to be a part 

of this incredible caring community.  

Barbara A. Shaw, Executive Director 



 

        

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻȅ {ƘƻǇǇŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŀǎ 

ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ 

ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ CƛǊǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ {ƛƳǎōǳǊȅ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǳǎ 

ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ƳŜŀƭ ŦƻǊ 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜŘΤ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǎƴŀŎƪǎΣ 

ƧǳƛŎŜΣ ǎŀƭŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǎŜǊǘΤ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ōƛƴƎƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

ƎǳŜǎǘǎΤ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƭΤ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǳǇ  

ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƴŜΦ  ¢ƘŜƛǊ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƘŜŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ 

ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ нлмф ȅŜŀǊ ƻƴ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ-ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƴƻǘŜΦ 

Faith In Action  

KNOW GOOD Holiday Bazaar 

Christmas Day Meal 
 

²Ŝ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 5ŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 

ƳŜŀƭΦ  5ƻȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ƭŜŘ ōȅ IŀƴŘǎ hƴ IŀǊǜƻǊŘ ŀƭǳƳƴŀ 

9Ƴƛƭȅ YŀŀǎΣ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ƳŜŀƭ ƻŦ ōǊƻǿƴ-ǎǳƎŀǊ ƘƻƴŜȅ 

ƎƭŀȊŜŘ ƘŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŘ ōƭƛǎǎ ǇƻǘŀǘƻŜǎ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎƻǊƴ όŀƴŘ 

ƳƻǊŜΣ ŀƭƭ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ōȅ /ƘŜŦ YƛƳ .ǳƴǘƻƴύ ǘƻ 

ƻǾŜǊ мол ƎǳŜǎǘǎΦ  9ǾŜǊȅ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿƘƻ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǳǎ 

ŎƘƻǎŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƎƛƊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜΣ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǿŀǎ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΦ  

!ƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƎǳŜǎǘ ƭŜƊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎƛƊ ōŀƎ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ 

ƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ IŀǊǜƻǊŘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ 

ǘƘŜ ²C{. ǾƛŘŜƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 

ŬƴŘ ƛǘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜΗ  

hƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ уǘƘ IŀƴŘǎ hƴ IŀǊǜƻǊŘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ǾŜƴŘƻǊǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ Ybh² Dhh5 IƻƭƛŘŀȅ .ŀȊŀŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ /ŀŦŞ ŀǘ CƛƊȅ-CƛǾŜ ǿŀǎ ƻǇŜƴ 

ŦƻǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ 

ŎƻũŜŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜǎΦ ±ŜƴŘƻǊǎ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƻǳǊ {ƘŀǊŜŘ YƛǘŎƘŜƴ 

aŜƳōŜǊǎΣ !ƳŀȊƛƴƎ !ŎƪŜŜΣ Cƛǘ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊƛƳ bǳǘǊƛǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ [ƻŀŬƴƎ 

!ǊƻǳƴŘ [[/Φ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǾŜƴŘƻǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƎƛƊ ƻǇǝƻƴǎΦ  

±ŜƴŘƻǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ .ŀǊǘƘƻƭƻƳŜǿ !ǾŜƴǳŜΣ 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ IƻƎ wƛǾŜǊ .ǊŜǿƛƴƎ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ IŀǊŘŜƴŎƻΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǊǘ {ŀƭƻƴΦ  ²Ŝ 

ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ŎǊŜŀǝǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ tŀǊƪǾƛƭƭŜΦ 

https://www.facebook.com/TheCafeatFiftyFive/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBMz_WLP2EqZWPZ8NPDUyUTaKtX1tp6Pwsg8rVcvrpO7WgGFvThZc3mlYketwavYw5WO0qbbVuCZYph&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDLmmuXFNyI2AstVbSeYRfEapD4MNGEWmsOOOOml1PNl-lWpaiaj8WZl7sP6ITrlM1oOquKNt57shtarZJy7W
https://www.facebook.com/fitandtrimnutrition/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARCZqE4jFdVMkqFNmu3dzfq5FaqxbYodlOfK4oYklaCEIsUv5FoqTeOn-jfJk-zdg7rAnHOauYQxDOlo&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDLmmuXFNyI2AstVbSeYRfEapD4MNGEWmsOOOOml1PNl-lWpaiaj8WZl7sP6ITrlM1oOquKNt57shtarZJy7

